
For many years, on his way to supervise 
the baking of matzos, R’ Yonoson Steif 
would make a detour to a certain store.

Once, at a Chasuna, R’ Moshe Feinstein 
ZT”L heard that the widow of R’ 

Yonoson Steif ZT”L was present.

Hashem repaid R’ Yonoson 
many years later...

Everyone moved aside and welcomed 
the Rov as he came into the store.

...I once saw my husband standing and 
having a lively torah conversation on the 
telephone. I gestured to him to sit down 

but uncharacteristically he remained 
standing.

After he hung up, he smiled 
and then explained himself...

 אם אתה משמח את שלי, אני משמח את שלך, [promises ד’]
If you will make My children happy (the Levi [torah 

scholar], the ger, the orphan and the widow), I will 
make yours happy (רש”י דברים ט”ז: י”א)

Mazel Tov 
to you! As the 

wife of a gadol 
hador, you must 
be honored like 
the gadol hador 
- Eshes Chaver 

K’chaver.

I thank the Rosh 
Hayeshiva. I need not 

tell the Rosh Hayeshiva 
what it means to a lonely 

widow to be given such 
special attention, but your 
honor has an even deeper 

meaning to me...

 Could 
you please have 

someone call out 
Rebbetzin Steif. I 

would like to wish 
her mazel tov!

Rebbetzin, 
may you be gebentched 

with success in all your 
endeavors this coming 
year... a kosheren un 

freilichen pesach..

Amein...thank you! 
V’chein L’mar! The Rov’s 
personal visit and his 

warm brochos give me the 
strength to continue...

I was talking on 
the phone to the torah 

giant, R’ Moshe Feinstein... 
Do you think I can remain 

seated?

Why does the 
Rov need to 
stop here?

A widow 
took over running 

this store after her 
husband passed 

away.

 At the age of 11, he went to .שֵׁיינדל and ר׳ צְבִי was born in Gaya, Czechoslovakia, to ר׳ יוֹנָתָן שׁטײַף זַצַ״ל
learn in יְשִׁיבַת פּרֶשׁבּוּרג under ר׳ שִמְחָה בּוּנִים סוֹפֵר זַצַ״ל (also known as the שֵׁבֶט סוֹפֵר) where he became 
close to אב״ד ,ר׳ דָוִד נײַמַן זַצַ״ל of Pressburg. In 1902, he married בּלוּמָא, the daughter of ר׳ מִיכָאֵל Fischel 
 moved to Budapest where ר׳ שׁטײַף ,in Guta and then Ungvar ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה and רָב After serving as both .זַצַ״ל
he served on the prestigious Budapest בֵּית דִין from 1922-1944. He escaped to Switzerland on the 
Kastner Transport along with the Satmar Rebbe (ר׳ יוֹאֵל Teitelbaum זַצַ״ל) and the Debreciner ר׳ מֹשֶׁה) רָב 
Stern זַצַ״ל) among others. In 1947, he immigrated to America. After serving briefly as מַגִיד שִׁעוּר in Nitra, 
he became רָב of קְהִלַת װִין. Referred to by ר׳ מֹשֶׁה Feinstein זַצַ״ל and ר׳ יוֹאֵל Teitelbaum זַצַ״ל as the גָדוֹל הַדוֹר 
(spiritual leader of the generation), ר׳ יוֹנָתָן שׁטײַף was universally accepted as a leading פּוֹסֵק of his 
time. He also headed the הִתְאַחְדוּת הָרַבָּנִים. Thousands of his תְשׁוּבוֹת to שְׁאֵלוֹת from all over the world 

are recorded in שו״ת מַהַרִ״י שׁטײַף. He also wrote סְפָרִים on שַׁ״ס ,אֱמוּנָה, and the  ַשֶׁבַע מִצְוֹת בְּנֵי נֹח. 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

״ל צַּ ן זַּ מַּ נְׁ הַּ לֹמֹה כַּ יבָה ,ר׳ יוֹסֵף שְׁ שִׁ  of Ponevezh, was born ראֹש יְׁ
in Kuhl, Lithuania, to ּהוּדָה לֵיב יטָה לֵאָה and ר׳ יְׁ  He learned .אִׁ
in Telshe יבָה שִׁ ״ל under יְׁ צַּ יעֶזֶר גוֹרדוֹן זַּ עוֹן שקוֹפּ  and ר׳ אֱלִׁ מְׁ ר׳ שִׁ

״ל צַּ  from age 14-20. He then learned for 3 years in Radin. After marrying זַּ
the רָב of Vidzh’s daughter, he became רָב in 1911. In 1919, he became רָב of 
Ponevezh and was also elected as the parliamentary spokesman. He immi-
grated to רָאֵל שְׁ יבָה in 1940, and built אֶרֶץ יִׁ שִׁ יְׁ יַּת הַּ רְׁ  and more in בָּתֵי אָבוֹת ,קִׁ
ק רַּ נֵי בְּׁ  He rescued many orphans from the secular Zionists, especially the .בְּׁ
Children of Tehran. He travelled the world collecting for his דוֹת  and his מוֹסְׁ
רָאֵל שְׁ ת יִׁ תוֹרָה and אַהֲבַּ ת הַּ  were so strong that he was able to open up אַהֲבַּ
the heart of anyone that he met. 

 כ׳ אלול
5646 – 5729 
1886 – 1969 

״ל צַּ ן זַּ מַּ נְׁ הַּ לֹמֹה כַּ  ,the Ponevezher Rov ,ר׳ יוֹסֵף שְׁ
was asked to serve as a member of the 
Israeli parliament, but he demurred. “I 
can’t accept, I am too poor and don’t 
have enough money.” The people were 
baffled by the רָב’s answer — an elected 
official is paid a salary; they do not have 
to pay any money. The רָב explained, 
“When I will hear something that is  נֶגֶד כְׁ
ת תּוֹרָה עַּ  I will rip my clothes and I don’t ,דַּ
have enough money to pay for all the clothes I will 
have to rip.” 
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ן  -מִצְוָה תקמה  מִצְוַת שִלּוּחַ הַקֵּ  
 In מִצְוָה תקמד we are commanded:  לאֺ תִקַח … כִי יִקָרֵא קַן צִפּוֹר
 if we find a mother bird sitting on her eggs or with her — הָאֵם עַל הַבָנִים
chicks we must not take the mother bird together with the babies (
 we are commanded to first send away the מִצְוָה In this .(דְבָרִים כב:ו
mother bird, and only then may we take her chicks as it says,  ַשַלֵח

…תְשַלַח אֶת הָאֵם וְאֶת הַבָנִים תִקַח לָךְ  — You shall send away the mother 
[bird], and [then] her children take for yourself…(דְבָרִים כב:ז).    

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵּ
 The ְחִנּוּך explains this מִצְוָה similar to the אִסּוּר of  שֶלאֺ לִשְחוֹט
 we must not slaughter a mother and son on one ,בְהֵמָה וּבְנָה בְיוֹם אֶחָד
day (מִצְוָה רצד): both these מִצְוֹת teach us to realize and internalize that 
 cares for each person individually and for each family of animals ד׳
(species) in general. The idea of taking away together (or slaughtering 
in one day) a mother and child represents the destruction of an entire 
animal’s family within the animal kingdom and would be against ד׳’s 
Will. The ְחִנּוּך explains that “the general oversight of animals” should 
be understood, that ד׳ continually cares for every species and that NO 
species of the animal kingdom will ever become extinct. He continues 
with an important fact; since the first day of creation there has never 
been a species of animals within the animal kingdom that has or will 
ever become totally extinct.  The ְחִנּוּך continues... 
 If one internalizes this מִצְוָה and applies that ד׳ watches over 
the lowest of species (like the eggs of lice) to most elegantly beautiful 

animal (like the horned רְאֵם) to his daily life, it will set all his dealings 
on a straight path. He will live his life knowing that ד׳ cares for his 
every detail of his life and will be honest in all his business dealings. ד׳ 
protect such a person and guarantees him long life in both עוֹלָם הַזֶה, 
this world, and עוֹלָם הַבָא, the World to Come. 
 There is a special גֶד מִדָה  ,measure for measure ,מִדָה כְנִֶ
connected to this מִצְוָה. If a person is careful about the welfare of ד׳’s 
world, then ד׳ will in turn bless his world. (ו:ו) מִדְרָש רַבָה explains that 
this מִצְוָה provides a person a special זְכוּת of being blessed with 
children. This can be seen by the extra words ְוְאֶת הַבָנִים תִקַח לָך in the 
שַלֵחַ תְשַלַח אֶת  :could have simply have been written פָּסוּק The .פָּסוּק
 ,וְאֶת הַבָנִים תִקַח לָךְ You shall send away the mother [bird], without ,הָאֵם
and it would have been self understood that “her children you should 
take for yourself.” חֲזַ״ל explain that if one fulfills [and internalizes in his 
daily life] the מִצְוָה of שַלֵחַ תְשַלַח אֶת הָאֵם, then he will merit the בְרָכָה of 
 and the children take for yourself, meaning you will ,וְאֶת הַבָנִים תִקַח לָךְ
merit to be blessed with children! 
 The ְחִנּוּך ends by citing two different explanations for this 
 He .רַמְבַ״ן and the other from the רַמְבַ״ם one based on the ,מִצְוָה
concludes with an eternal message based on their explanation: These 
‘two pillars of the world’ who are knowledgeable in the secrets of the 
 is מִצְוֹת are great witnesses and proof that the main purpose of all ,תוֹרָה
to change a person to become more sensitive and refined.  
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Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ט׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים  offers a 4th example as to why people shirk away from חָפֵץ חַיִּ
lending money ן  י י .a bad eye —  —צַר עַיִּ יֶעַ בוֹש  הְרַבִּ ן לֵוִּ  says ( טָה לח:וֹס ) 
that ן ) is the underlying cause for the death of a lone traveler צַר עַיִּ ת שַ פָרָ 
יָדֵינוּ לאֹ שָפְכוּ  ,The leaders of the closest city must announce .(עֶגְלָה עֲרוּפָה
“אֶת הַדָם הַזֶה...  - We never spilled this blood…” meaning: Our city is not a 
ן  We own a soup kitchen for a traveler to enjoy a meal. The poor .צַר עַיִּ
man was not driven due to his hunger to grab food, causing a fight and 
leading to his untimely death.  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The ים ן explains that one must realize that because of being a חָפֵץ חַיִּ  one is ,צַר עַיִּ
considered a שוֹפֵךְ דָם, a murderer; furthermore, חֲזַ״ל teach that this trait of ן  is so צַר עַיִּ
disgusting that one who benefits from it also transgresses ן לְחַם אֶת לֶחֶם רַע עָיִּ  Do — אַל תִּ
not eat the bread of the miserly (שְלֵי כג:ו  .(מִּ

1. In connection with the מִצְוָה of שִכְחָה, the פָסוּק says  ָלְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך
 ?say you will be blessed חֲזַ״ל What is another similar way .וגו׳

2. What will you have plenty of if your weights and measures are 
exact? 

1. If a person loses a sum of money in the street and the money is found by an עָנִי, 
poor person, then, since the poor person has had some gain, the loser will, in 
turn, receive a blessing (ָ24:19 — ד״ה לְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך). 

2. Weights and measures. The פָסוּק writes the same four words doubled. רַשִ״י 
explains: you will be blessed with double weights (25:15 — ד״ה אֶבֶן שְלֵמָה). 

1. In connection with the מִצְוָה of שִכְחָה, the פָסוּק says  ָלְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך
 ?say you will be blessed חֲזַ״ל What is another similar way .וגו׳

2. What will you have plenty of if your weights and measures are 
exact? 

1. If a person loses a sum of money in the street and the money is found by an עָנִי, 
poor person, then, since the poor person has had some gain, the loser will, in 
turn, receive a blessing (ָ24:19 — ד״ה לְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך). 

2. Weights and measures. The פָסוּק writes the same four words doubled. רַשִ״י 
explains: you will be blessed with double weights (25:15 — ד״ה אֶבֶן שְלֵמָה). 

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

לְחָמָה עַל אֹיְבֶיךָ וּנְתָנוֹ יְהוָה אֱלֹהֶיךָ בְיָדֶךָ י תֵצֵא לַמִּ ים כא:י(… כִּ )דְבָרִּ  
 When you will go out to war against your enemies, and ד׳, 
your G-d, will deliver them into your hands …  
 Many commentators see this פָסוּק as a מָשָל, homiletic 
description, of man’s purpose on this world. The “enemy” that this 
  .his evil inclination ,יֵצֶר הָרָע refers to is one’s פָסוּק
 The ים לַת יְשָרִּ  Man’s ,חוֹבַת הָאָדָם בָעוֹלָמוֹ of פֶרֶק in the) מְסִּ
Obligation in His World) elaborates on this theme:  מְצָא שֶהוּא מוּשָם וְנִּ
לְחָמָה הַחֲזָקָה  Man is actually placed in the midst of a — בֶאֱמֶת בְתוֹךְ הַמִּ
major battle — סְיוֹנוֹת לְאָדָם נֵה הַם נִּ נְיָנֵי הָעוֹלָם בֵין לְטוֹב בֵין לְרַע הִּ י כָל עִּ  כִּ
— for all matters of this world, whether for the good or for the 
opposite, are tests. — צַד אֶחָד צַד אֶחָד וְהָעֹשֶר מִּ י מִּ …הָעֳנִּ  — On one side 
is poverty, on the other is wealth … —  צַד ין מִּ סּוּרִּ צַד אֶחָד וְהַיִּ הַשַלְוָה מִּ

…אֶחָד  — on one side is tranquility while on the other is suffering … — 
לְחָמָה  ינַצֵחַ הַמִּ ל וִּ הְיֶה לְבֶן חַיִּ ם יִּ …וְאִּ  — One who is a man of valor and 

emerges victorious from this struggle — הְיֶה הָאָדָם הַשָלֵם  he is —  הוּא יִּ
the man of spiritual perfection. 
 There are times when a person may feel that the test that is 
confronting him is simply too difficult for him to overcome; the 
temptation is too great. Our פָסוּק teaches that he should not give up 
before he starts; one needs only to “go out to war” and make a 
sincere attempt at vanquishing his יֵצֶר הָרָע. If a person makes an 
effort, then he will have earned the guarantee that  ין טַהֵר מְסַיְעִּ הַבָא לִּ
 ,Whoever strives for purity will be granted Divine Assistance — אוֹתוֹ
and “will deliver the enemy into his hands.” 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Rabbi Yaakov Bender related the story of one man’s test: 
 “I know a man, a fine יד חָכָם  who raises large amounts ,תַלְמִּ
of צְדָקָה for poor families, both in America and abroad. The 
interesting thing is that this man himself struggles to support his large 

family. Never would it enter his mind to take one cent of the צְדָקָה 
money for himself. 
 “One year, as he was preparing to marry off a child, I 
decided to raise some money to help him with the wedding expenses. 
He did not ask me for help, but I knew that he could use the money 
and thought that it was the right thing to do. 
 “I was able to raise $5,000. With great joy, I wrote out a 
check for the full amount and sent it by mail. A few days later, I 
received a phone call from the man. After thanking me, he had this to 
say: 
 ‘I must share something with you that no one, save for my 
wife and myself, is aware of.  
 ‘Recently, I managed to put together $5000 in cash for my 
מְחָה  Some of the money I had earned, while a lot of it was .שִּ
borrowed. When it came time for the money to be spent, I could not 
find the envelope. I searched my entire house from top to bottom, 
but it was nowhere to be found. I knew that the money had not been 
stolen. Where could it be? 
 ‘I then remembered that I had a drawer containing many 
thousands of dollars that I had raised for the poor. I was 99% sure 
that I had mistakenly placed my own $5,000 in the same large 
envelope that held the צְדָקָה money. 
 ‘Yes, I was 99% sure … but not 100%. 
 ‘Because of the very, very slight uncertainty, I resolved not 
to take any money out of the envelope for myself. If that meant that I 
would now be $5,000 short for my child’s wedding, so be it. I would 
not risk even a very slight chance of misappropriating צְדָקָה funds. 
 ‘And now, I have received an envelope from you with a 
check for $5,000 that was totally unexpected. I cannot help but think 
that this is ד׳’s way of replacing my loss.’” 

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

מָא:   ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
אֶלווּל

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

One Man’s Test

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• The words of סְלִיחוֹת should not be said in a hurry; rather, 
it is preferable to say a few סְלִיחוֹת slower and with 
understanding than rushing through סְלִיחוֹת.  

• The רֵי תְשוּבָה עַׁ  to say the words of אָסוּר explains that it is שַׁ
the י״ג מִדּוֹת without fully concentrating on what one is 
saying. 

FocusonMiddos

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

Sage Sayings

During WWII, when Romel was close to רָאֵל  'R  ,אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman זַצַ״ל, the Ponevezher רָב, 
came to the hill where the famous Ponevezh שִיבָה  יְׂ
stands today and announced that he would build his 
שִיבָה אִיר דרִימלט “ ,exclaimed incredulously חָבֵר there. A יְׂ
אִיךְ דרִימל, “ ,replied רָב You are dreaming!” The — זִיךְ
 I am dreaming, but I am not — אָבּעֶר אִיךְ שלאָפט נִישט!
sleeping!” Source: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 When  ן נְמַּ הַּ ר׳ יוֹסֵף שְלֹמֹה כַּ
״ל צַּ  was building his famous זַּ
Ponevezh Yeshiva in ק  a ,בְנֵי בְרַּ
certain city official was being 
overly restrictive and very 
difficult. After inspection, he 
came to R' Lorincz at the יְשִיבָה 
construction site and said, “I am 
temporarily putting this building 
on hold. You must cease 
construction. The bomb shelter 
has to be larger than the code 
requires; I am sure you will add 
more students. These are my 
new requirements and I do not 
change my mind!” 
 A shocked R' Lorincz 
carefully worded his response. 
 “I represent the 
Ponevezher Rov. He has done 
everything according to code so 
far. What you are requiring is 
way too costly. Why don’t we set 
up a meeting with the רָב to 
discuss it further?” 
 The official said, “I will 
come to honor your רָב, but 
under no circumstances am 
interested in listening to 
objections.” 
 At the meeting held in 
the רָב’s house, the official 
rambled on about the 
importance of planning the 
building and the bomb shelter. 
The רָב politely agreed with 

everything he said. When the 
meeting ended, the רָב got up to 
escort the official out and said, 
“Thank you so much for coming 
here and explaining all this to 
me. Thank you again.” The רָב 
then shook hands and kissed the 
official. 
 Prepared for and 
expecting a full blown 
confrontation and argument, the 
official was thrown totally off 
guard. The רָב’s loving warmth, 
kindness, friendliness, and 
respectfulness, touched his 
heart. 
 The official then 
declared, “Rabbi, please forgive 
me! The יְשִיבָה building can 
continue its construction. The 
new restrictions are off. I believe 
my restrictions were more about 
envy than safety.” 
 My לְמִיד  do you realize ,תַּ
the power of your ת יִשְרָאֵל  ,אַהֲבַּ
Love of a fellow Jew?  ר׳ יוֹסֵף
״ל צַּ ן זַּ נְמַּ הַּ  showed us that שְלֹמֹה כַּ
true ת יִשְרָאֵל  can reach deep אַהֲבַּ
into the hairline cracks of the 
heart any Yiddisher נְשָמָה, 
however far away the person’s 
actions have strayed from 
Yiddishkeit. No barrier can stop a 
heart filled with ת יִשְרָאֵל  !אַהֲבַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                   ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews of 
the

Understanding

Although the learning never ends … 
As the summer draws to a close, the 
time has come to announce the 
participants in the חַג ת and חַג בְּ  עֶרֶב שַבָּ
Learning Program:  
Grade 5 – Avinoam Glass; Rambam 
Day School; Savannah, GA; Yosef 
Slansky; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim TA 

Baltimore; Pikesville, MD. 
Grade 6 – Dovi Nitekman; Rambam 

Day School; Savannah, GA. 
Grade 7 – Tzvi Rabhan; Rambam Day 

School; Savannah, GA. 
Grade 8 – Ahrela Maccabee, Eli 
Schochet; Rambam Day School; 
Savannah, GA; Eli Katz; Yeshiva Even 

Yisroel; Lakewood, NJ. 
And the winner is … Tzvi Rabhan, 

Rambam Day School. !מזל  טוב 
The winner of the Shnayim Mikroh 
contest is … Yitzchok Waldman, 

Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh. !מזל  טוב  

הִלִים כ״ז)  …לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
…לְךְ אָמַר לִבִי בַקְשוּ פָנָי   — In Your behalf, 

my heart has said, “Seek My Presence”?  
 s Presence is very’ה׳ is a month when אֶלוּל
close. He is constantly sending us 
messages to change our ways. This idea is 
hinted in the beginning letters of the סוּק  פָּ
ילִ דוֹדִי וְ דוֹדִי לְ נִי א   — , I am to my Beloved’s 
and my Beloved is mine, )שִיר הַשִירִים ו:ג( 
which spell the word רַשִ״י .אֶלוּל translates 
this idea to in ְוִד הַמֶלֶך ךָ ;s words’דָּ  As — לְּ
Your messenger, מַר לִבִי  My heart tells — אָּ
me. You are sending ה שוּבָּ  messages to תְּ
my heart; You are talking to me and You 
are making me think, י נָּ שוּ פָּ  Seek My“ ,בַקְּ
Presence!” ְוִד הַמֶלֶך נֶיךָ ה׳  continues דָּ אֶת פָּ
ש  do I seek! I am ה׳ Your Presence - אֲבַקֵּ
hearing Your messages and I seek to do 
ה שוּבָּ  !תְּ

Davening



  

Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ט׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים  offers a 4th example as to why people shirk away from חָפֵץ חַיִּ
lending money ן  י י .a bad eye —  —צַר עַיִּ יֶעַ בוֹש  הְרַבִּ ן לֵוִּ  says ( טָה לח:וֹס ) 
that ן ) is the underlying cause for the death of a lone traveler צַר עַיִּ ת שַ פָרָ 
יָדֵינוּ לאֹ שָפְכוּ  ,The leaders of the closest city must announce .(עֶגְלָה עֲרוּפָה
“אֶת הַדָם הַזֶה...  - We never spilled this blood…” meaning: Our city is not a 
ן  We own a soup kitchen for a traveler to enjoy a meal. The poor .צַר עַיִּ
man was not driven due to his hunger to grab food, causing a fight and 
leading to his untimely death.  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The ים ן explains that one must realize that because of being a חָפֵץ חַיִּ  one is ,צַר עַיִּ
considered a שוֹפֵךְ דָם, a murderer; furthermore, חֲזַ״ל teach that this trait of ן  is so צַר עַיִּ
disgusting that one who benefits from it also transgresses ן לְחַם אֶת לֶחֶם רַע עָיִּ  Do — אַל תִּ
not eat the bread of the miserly (שְלֵי כג:ו  .(מִּ

1. In connection with the מִצְוָה of שִכְחָה, the פָסוּק says  ָלְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך
 ?say you will be blessed חֲזַ״ל What is another similar way .וגו׳

2. What will you have plenty of if your weights and measures are 
exact? 

1. If a person loses a sum of money in the street and the money is found by an עָנִי, 
poor person, then, since the poor person has had some gain, the loser will, in 
turn, receive a blessing (ָ24:19 — ד״ה לְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך). 

2. Weights and measures. The פָסוּק writes the same four words doubled. רַשִ״י 
explains: you will be blessed with double weights (25:15 — ד״ה אֶבֶן שְלֵמָה). 

1. In connection with the מִצְוָה of שִכְחָה, the פָסוּק says  ָלְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך
 ?say you will be blessed חֲזַ״ל What is another similar way .וגו׳

2. What will you have plenty of if your weights and measures are 
exact? 

1. If a person loses a sum of money in the street and the money is found by an עָנִי, 
poor person, then, since the poor person has had some gain, the loser will, in 
turn, receive a blessing (ָ24:19 — ד״ה לְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך). 

2. Weights and measures. The פָסוּק writes the same four words doubled. רַשִ״י 
explains: you will be blessed with double weights (25:15 — ד״ה אֶבֶן שְלֵמָה). 

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

לְחָמָה עַל אֹיְבֶיךָ וּנְתָנוֹ יְהוָה אֱלֹהֶיךָ בְיָדֶךָ י תֵצֵא לַמִּ ים כא:י(… כִּ )דְבָרִּ  
 When you will go out to war against your enemies, and ד׳, 
your G-d, will deliver them into your hands …  
 Many commentators see this פָסוּק as a מָשָל, homiletic 
description, of man’s purpose on this world. The “enemy” that this 
  .his evil inclination ,יֵצֶר הָרָע refers to is one’s פָסוּק
 The ים לַת יְשָרִּ  Man’s ,חוֹבַת הָאָדָם בָעוֹלָמוֹ of פֶרֶק in the) מְסִּ
Obligation in His World) elaborates on this theme:  מְצָא שֶהוּא מוּשָם וְנִּ
לְחָמָה הַחֲזָקָה  Man is actually placed in the midst of a — בֶאֱמֶת בְתוֹךְ הַמִּ
major battle — סְיוֹנוֹת לְאָדָם נֵה הַם נִּ נְיָנֵי הָעוֹלָם בֵין לְטוֹב בֵין לְרַע הִּ י כָל עִּ  כִּ
— for all matters of this world, whether for the good or for the 
opposite, are tests. — צַד אֶחָד צַד אֶחָד וְהָעֹשֶר מִּ י מִּ …הָעֳנִּ  — On one side 
is poverty, on the other is wealth … —  צַד ין מִּ סּוּרִּ צַד אֶחָד וְהַיִּ הַשַלְוָה מִּ

…אֶחָד  — on one side is tranquility while on the other is suffering … — 
לְחָמָה  ינַצֵחַ הַמִּ ל וִּ הְיֶה לְבֶן חַיִּ ם יִּ …וְאִּ  — One who is a man of valor and 

emerges victorious from this struggle — הְיֶה הָאָדָם הַשָלֵם  he is —  הוּא יִּ
the man of spiritual perfection. 
 There are times when a person may feel that the test that is 
confronting him is simply too difficult for him to overcome; the 
temptation is too great. Our פָסוּק teaches that he should not give up 
before he starts; one needs only to “go out to war” and make a 
sincere attempt at vanquishing his יֵצֶר הָרָע. If a person makes an 
effort, then he will have earned the guarantee that  ין טַהֵר מְסַיְעִּ הַבָא לִּ
 ,Whoever strives for purity will be granted Divine Assistance — אוֹתוֹ
and “will deliver the enemy into his hands.” 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Rabbi Yaakov Bender related the story of one man’s test: 
 “I know a man, a fine יד חָכָם  who raises large amounts ,תַלְמִּ
of צְדָקָה for poor families, both in America and abroad. The 
interesting thing is that this man himself struggles to support his large 

family. Never would it enter his mind to take one cent of the צְדָקָה 
money for himself. 
 “One year, as he was preparing to marry off a child, I 
decided to raise some money to help him with the wedding expenses. 
He did not ask me for help, but I knew that he could use the money 
and thought that it was the right thing to do. 
 “I was able to raise $5,000. With great joy, I wrote out a 
check for the full amount and sent it by mail. A few days later, I 
received a phone call from the man. After thanking me, he had this to 
say: 
 ‘I must share something with you that no one, save for my 
wife and myself, is aware of.  
 ‘Recently, I managed to put together $5000 in cash for my 
מְחָה  Some of the money I had earned, while a lot of it was .שִּ
borrowed. When it came time for the money to be spent, I could not 
find the envelope. I searched my entire house from top to bottom, 
but it was nowhere to be found. I knew that the money had not been 
stolen. Where could it be? 
 ‘I then remembered that I had a drawer containing many 
thousands of dollars that I had raised for the poor. I was 99% sure 
that I had mistakenly placed my own $5,000 in the same large 
envelope that held the צְדָקָה money. 
 ‘Yes, I was 99% sure … but not 100%. 
 ‘Because of the very, very slight uncertainty, I resolved not 
to take any money out of the envelope for myself. If that meant that I 
would now be $5,000 short for my child’s wedding, so be it. I would 
not risk even a very slight chance of misappropriating צְדָקָה funds. 
 ‘And now, I have received an envelope from you with a 
check for $5,000 that was totally unexpected. I cannot help but think 
that this is ד׳’s way of replacing my loss.’” 

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

מָא:   ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
אֶלווּל

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

One Man’s Test

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• The words of סְלִיחוֹת should not be said in a hurry; rather, 
it is preferable to say a few סְלִיחוֹת slower and with 
understanding than rushing through סְלִיחוֹת.  

• The רֵי תְשוּבָה עַׁ  to say the words of אָסוּר explains that it is שַׁ
the י״ג מִדּוֹת without fully concentrating on what one is 
saying. 

FocusonMiddos

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

Sage Sayings

During WWII, when Romel was close to רָאֵל  'R  ,אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman זַצַ״ל, the Ponevezher רָב, 
came to the hill where the famous Ponevezh שִיבָה  יְׂ
stands today and announced that he would build his 
שִיבָה אִיר דרִימלט “ ,exclaimed incredulously חָבֵר there. A יְׂ
אִיךְ דרִימל, “ ,replied רָב You are dreaming!” The — זִיךְ
 I am dreaming, but I am not — אָבּעֶר אִיךְ שלאָפט נִישט!
sleeping!” Source: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 When  ן נְמַּ הַּ ר׳ יוֹסֵף שְלֹמֹה כַּ
״ל צַּ  was building his famous זַּ
Ponevezh Yeshiva in ק  a ,בְנֵי בְרַּ
certain city official was being 
overly restrictive and very 
difficult. After inspection, he 
came to R' Lorincz at the יְשִיבָה 
construction site and said, “I am 
temporarily putting this building 
on hold. You must cease 
construction. The bomb shelter 
has to be larger than the code 
requires; I am sure you will add 
more students. These are my 
new requirements and I do not 
change my mind!” 
 A shocked R' Lorincz 
carefully worded his response. 
 “I represent the 
Ponevezher Rov. He has done 
everything according to code so 
far. What you are requiring is 
way too costly. Why don’t we set 
up a meeting with the רָב to 
discuss it further?” 
 The official said, “I will 
come to honor your רָב, but 
under no circumstances am 
interested in listening to 
objections.” 
 At the meeting held in 
the רָב’s house, the official 
rambled on about the 
importance of planning the 
building and the bomb shelter. 
The רָב politely agreed with 

everything he said. When the 
meeting ended, the רָב got up to 
escort the official out and said, 
“Thank you so much for coming 
here and explaining all this to 
me. Thank you again.” The רָב 
then shook hands and kissed the 
official. 
 Prepared for and 
expecting a full blown 
confrontation and argument, the 
official was thrown totally off 
guard. The רָב’s loving warmth, 
kindness, friendliness, and 
respectfulness, touched his 
heart. 
 The official then 
declared, “Rabbi, please forgive 
me! The יְשִיבָה building can 
continue its construction. The 
new restrictions are off. I believe 
my restrictions were more about 
envy than safety.” 
 My לְמִיד  do you realize ,תַּ
the power of your ת יִשְרָאֵל  ,אַהֲבַּ
Love of a fellow Jew?  ר׳ יוֹסֵף
״ל צַּ ן זַּ נְמַּ הַּ  showed us that שְלֹמֹה כַּ
true ת יִשְרָאֵל  can reach deep אַהֲבַּ
into the hairline cracks of the 
heart any Yiddisher נְשָמָה, 
however far away the person’s 
actions have strayed from 
Yiddishkeit. No barrier can stop a 
heart filled with ת יִשְרָאֵל  !אַהֲבַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                   ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews of 
the

Understanding

Although the learning never ends … 
As the summer draws to a close, the 
time has come to announce the 
participants in the חַג ת and חַג בְּ  עֶרֶב שַבָּ
Learning Program:  
Grade 5 – Avinoam Glass; Rambam 
Day School; Savannah, GA; Yosef 
Slansky; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim TA 

Baltimore; Pikesville, MD. 
Grade 6 – Dovi Nitekman; Rambam 

Day School; Savannah, GA. 
Grade 7 – Tzvi Rabhan; Rambam Day 

School; Savannah, GA. 
Grade 8 – Ahrela Maccabee, Eli 
Schochet; Rambam Day School; 
Savannah, GA; Eli Katz; Yeshiva Even 

Yisroel; Lakewood, NJ. 
And the winner is … Tzvi Rabhan, 

Rambam Day School. !מזל  טוב 
The winner of the Shnayim Mikroh 
contest is … Yitzchok Waldman, 

Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh. !מזל  טוב  

הִלִים כ״ז)  …לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
…לְךְ אָמַר לִבִי בַקְשוּ פָנָי   — In Your behalf, 

my heart has said, “Seek My Presence”?  
 s Presence is very’ה׳ is a month when אֶלוּל
close. He is constantly sending us 
messages to change our ways. This idea is 
hinted in the beginning letters of the סוּק  פָּ
ילִ דוֹדִי וְ דוֹדִי לְ נִי א   — , I am to my Beloved’s 
and my Beloved is mine, )שִיר הַשִירִים ו:ג( 
which spell the word רַשִ״י .אֶלוּל translates 
this idea to in ְוִד הַמֶלֶך ךָ ;s words’דָּ  As — לְּ
Your messenger, מַר לִבִי  My heart tells — אָּ
me. You are sending ה שוּבָּ  messages to תְּ
my heart; You are talking to me and You 
are making me think, י נָּ שוּ פָּ  Seek My“ ,בַקְּ
Presence!” ְוִד הַמֶלֶך נֶיךָ ה׳  continues דָּ אֶת פָּ
ש  do I seek! I am ה׳ Your Presence - אֲבַקֵּ
hearing Your messages and I seek to do 
ה שוּבָּ  !תְּ

Davening



For many years, on his way to supervise 
the baking of matzos, R’ Yonoson Steif 
would make a detour to a certain store.

Once, at a Chasuna, R’ Moshe Feinstein 
ZT”L heard that the widow of R’ 

Yonoson Steif ZT”L was present.

Hashem repaid R’ Yonoson 
many years later...

Everyone moved aside and welcomed 
the Rov as he came into the store.

...I once saw my husband standing and 
having a lively torah conversation on the 
telephone. I gestured to him to sit down 

but uncharacteristically he remained 
standing.

After he hung up, he smiled 
and then explained himself...

 אם אתה משמח את שלי, אני משמח את שלך, [promises ד’]
If you will make My children happy (the Levi [torah 

scholar], the ger, the orphan and the widow), I will 
make yours happy (רש”י דברים ט”ז: י”א)

Mazel Tov 
to you! As the 

wife of a gadol 
hador, you must 
be honored like 
the gadol hador 
- Eshes Chaver 

K’chaver.

I thank the Rosh 
Hayeshiva. I need not 

tell the Rosh Hayeshiva 
what it means to a lonely 

widow to be given such 
special attention, but your 
honor has an even deeper 

meaning to me...

 Could 
you please have 

someone call out 
Rebbetzin Steif. I 

would like to wish 
her mazel tov!

Rebbetzin, 
may you be gebentched 

with success in all your 
endeavors this coming 
year... a kosheren un 

freilichen pesach..

Amein...thank you! 
V’chein L’mar! The Rov’s 
personal visit and his 

warm brochos give me the 
strength to continue...

I was talking on 
the phone to the torah 

giant, R’ Moshe Feinstein... 
Do you think I can remain 

seated?

Why does the 
Rov need to 
stop here?

A widow 
took over running 

this store after her 
husband passed 

away.

 At the age of 11, he went to .שֵׁיינדל and ר׳ צְבִי was born in Gaya, Czechoslovakia, to ר׳ יוֹנָתָן שׁטײַף זַצַ״ל
learn in יְשִׁיבַת פּרֶשׁבּוּרג under ר׳ שִמְחָה בּוּנִים סוֹפֵר זַצַ״ל (also known as the שֵׁבֶט סוֹפֵר) where he became 
close to אב״ד ,ר׳ דָוִד נײַמַן זַצַ״ל of Pressburg. In 1902, he married בּלוּמָא, the daughter of ר׳ מִיכָאֵל Fischel 
 moved to Budapest where ר׳ שׁטײַף ,in Guta and then Ungvar ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה and רָב After serving as both .זַצַ״ל
he served on the prestigious Budapest בֵּית דִין from 1922-1944. He escaped to Switzerland on the 
Kastner Transport along with the Satmar Rebbe (ר׳ יוֹאֵל Teitelbaum זַצַ״ל) and the Debreciner ר׳ מֹשֶׁה) רָב 
Stern זַצַ״ל) among others. In 1947, he immigrated to America. After serving briefly as מַגִיד שִׁעוּר in Nitra, 
he became רָב of קְהִלַת װִין. Referred to by ר׳ מֹשֶׁה Feinstein זַצַ״ל and ר׳ יוֹאֵל Teitelbaum זַצַ״ל as the גָדוֹל הַדוֹר 
(spiritual leader of the generation), ר׳ יוֹנָתָן שׁטײַף was universally accepted as a leading פּוֹסֵק of his 
time. He also headed the הִתְאַחְדוּת הָרַבָּנִים. Thousands of his תְשׁוּבוֹת to שְׁאֵלוֹת from all over the world 

are recorded in שו״ת מַהַרִ״י שׁטײַף. He also wrote סְפָרִים on שַׁ״ס ,אֱמוּנָה, and the  ַשֶׁבַע מִצְוֹת בְּנֵי נֹח. 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

״ל צַּ ן זַּ מַּ נְׁ הַּ לֹמֹה כַּ יבָה ,ר׳ יוֹסֵף שְׁ שִׁ  of Ponevezh, was born ראֹש יְׁ
in Kuhl, Lithuania, to ּהוּדָה לֵיב יטָה לֵאָה and ר׳ יְׁ  He learned .אִׁ
in Telshe יבָה שִׁ ״ל under יְׁ צַּ יעֶזֶר גוֹרדוֹן זַּ עוֹן שקוֹפּ  and ר׳ אֱלִׁ מְׁ ר׳ שִׁ

״ל צַּ  from age 14-20. He then learned for 3 years in Radin. After marrying זַּ
the רָב of Vidzh’s daughter, he became רָב in 1911. In 1919, he became רָב of 
Ponevezh and was also elected as the parliamentary spokesman. He immi-
grated to רָאֵל שְׁ יבָה in 1940, and built אֶרֶץ יִׁ שִׁ יְׁ יַּת הַּ רְׁ  and more in בָּתֵי אָבוֹת ,קִׁ
ק רַּ נֵי בְּׁ  He rescued many orphans from the secular Zionists, especially the .בְּׁ
Children of Tehran. He travelled the world collecting for his דוֹת  and his מוֹסְׁ
רָאֵל שְׁ ת יִׁ תוֹרָה and אַהֲבַּ ת הַּ  were so strong that he was able to open up אַהֲבַּ
the heart of anyone that he met. 

 כ׳ אלול
5646 – 5729 
1886 – 1969 

״ל צַּ ן זַּ מַּ נְׁ הַּ לֹמֹה כַּ  ,the Ponevezher Rov ,ר׳ יוֹסֵף שְׁ
was asked to serve as a member of the 
Israeli parliament, but he demurred. “I 
can’t accept, I am too poor and don’t 
have enough money.” The people were 
baffled by the רָב’s answer — an elected 
official is paid a salary; they do not have 
to pay any money. The רָב explained, 
“When I will hear something that is  נֶגֶד כְׁ
ת תּוֹרָה עַּ  I will rip my clothes and I don’t ,דַּ
have enough money to pay for all the clothes I will 
have to rip.” 
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ן  -מִצְוָה תקמה  מִצְוַת שִלּוּחַ הַקֵּ  
 In מִצְוָה תקמד we are commanded:  לאֺ תִקַח … כִי יִקָרֵא קַן צִפּוֹר
 if we find a mother bird sitting on her eggs or with her — הָאֵם עַל הַבָנִים
chicks we must not take the mother bird together with the babies (
 we are commanded to first send away the מִצְוָה In this .(דְבָרִים כב:ו
mother bird, and only then may we take her chicks as it says,  ַשַלֵח

…תְשַלַח אֶת הָאֵם וְאֶת הַבָנִים תִקַח לָךְ  — You shall send away the mother 
[bird], and [then] her children take for yourself…(דְבָרִים כב:ז).    

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵּ
 The ְחִנּוּך explains this מִצְוָה similar to the אִסּוּר of  שֶלאֺ לִשְחוֹט
 we must not slaughter a mother and son on one ,בְהֵמָה וּבְנָה בְיוֹם אֶחָד
day (מִצְוָה רצד): both these מִצְוֹת teach us to realize and internalize that 
 cares for each person individually and for each family of animals ד׳
(species) in general. The idea of taking away together (or slaughtering 
in one day) a mother and child represents the destruction of an entire 
animal’s family within the animal kingdom and would be against ד׳’s 
Will. The ְחִנּוּך explains that “the general oversight of animals” should 
be understood, that ד׳ continually cares for every species and that NO 
species of the animal kingdom will ever become extinct. He continues 
with an important fact; since the first day of creation there has never 
been a species of animals within the animal kingdom that has or will 
ever become totally extinct.  The ְחִנּוּך continues... 
 If one internalizes this מִצְוָה and applies that ד׳ watches over 
the lowest of species (like the eggs of lice) to most elegantly beautiful 

animal (like the horned רְאֵם) to his daily life, it will set all his dealings 
on a straight path. He will live his life knowing that ד׳ cares for his 
every detail of his life and will be honest in all his business dealings. ד׳ 
protect such a person and guarantees him long life in both עוֹלָם הַזֶה, 
this world, and עוֹלָם הַבָא, the World to Come. 
 There is a special גֶד מִדָה  ,measure for measure ,מִדָה כְנִֶ
connected to this מִצְוָה. If a person is careful about the welfare of ד׳’s 
world, then ד׳ will in turn bless his world. (ו:ו) מִדְרָש רַבָה explains that 
this מִצְוָה provides a person a special זְכוּת of being blessed with 
children. This can be seen by the extra words ְוְאֶת הַבָנִים תִקַח לָך in the 
שַלֵחַ תְשַלַח אֶת  :could have simply have been written פָּסוּק The .פָּסוּק
 ,וְאֶת הַבָנִים תִקַח לָךְ You shall send away the mother [bird], without ,הָאֵם
and it would have been self understood that “her children you should 
take for yourself.” חֲזַ״ל explain that if one fulfills [and internalizes in his 
daily life] the מִצְוָה of שַלֵחַ תְשַלַח אֶת הָאֵם, then he will merit the בְרָכָה of 
 and the children take for yourself, meaning you will ,וְאֶת הַבָנִים תִקַח לָךְ
merit to be blessed with children! 
 The ְחִנּוּך ends by citing two different explanations for this 
 He .רַמְבַ״ן and the other from the רַמְבַ״ם one based on the ,מִצְוָה
concludes with an eternal message based on their explanation: These 
‘two pillars of the world’ who are knowledgeable in the secrets of the 
 is מִצְוֹת are great witnesses and proof that the main purpose of all ,תוֹרָה
to change a person to become more sensitive and refined.  
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